
STATE  YEAR ACCEPTANCE OF SCHOOL 
LANDS

5% FEDERAL LAND SALES TO: PROTECTIONS TO THE TRUST IN LIEU LANDS GRANTED

AK 1959 Yes No Mention Given No disposals without prior public notice and other safeguards of the public interest as 
prescribed by law.

No

Reference Art. XII § 13 Art. VIII § 10

AZ 1912 Yes No Mention Given Disposition of school trust lands for anything other than that for which they were granted 
shall be deemed a breach of trust.  Lands shall not be sold or leased except to the highest 
and best bidder at a public auction.

Lands granted in-lieu of lands seized by the 
state for irrigation works in connection with 
governmental projects

Reference Art. X § 1 Art. X § 2, Art. X § 3, Art. X § 5

CA 1850 No
Reference

CO 1876 School lands are an 
endowment of land assets 
held in a perpetual, 
intergenerational public trust

Board has the right to conduct nonsimultaneous exchanges of land, Any proceeds, and 
the interest thereon, from a sale or other disposition which are not expended in completing 
the exchange shall be transferred by the state treasurer to the public school fund.  Lands 
should not be significantly diminished.   The board shall protect and enhance the long-term 
productivity and sound stewardship of the trust lands. 

Mentioned

Reference Art. IX § 10 Art. IX § 9 (7), Art X  § 10 Art. IX § 9 (5)

ID 1870 Yes No more than 100 sections of land to be sold in any one year, duty of the board of land 
commissioners to provide for the location, protection, sale, or rental of all the lands

In-lieu lands mentioned within the creation 
of the permanent fund

Reference Art. IX § 8 Art. IX § 8 Art. IX § 6

MN 1858 Yes Any trust lands may be exchanged for any publicly or privately held lands with the 
unanimous approval of the governor, the attorney general, and the state auditor.  Lands so 
acquired shall be subject to the trust.  The state shall reserve all mineral and water power 
rights in lands transferred by the state.  The revenue generated from school forest lands 
created from school trust lands will be used for the purposes for which the lands were 
granted to the state.  When land is taken away for public use, a fair and equitable 
compensation shall be paid for land and for the damages arising from taking it.

No

Reference Art. II § 1 Art XI § 10, Art. XIII § 4 

MS 1817 Yes Not granted Land shall not be donated or sold for less than market value.  However, the legislature 
reserves the right to grant a right-of-way.  The legislature shall enact such laws as may be 
necessary to ascertain the true condition of the title to the sixteenth sections lands in this 
state.

Yes

Reference Art. VIII § 211 Art. IV § 95,  Art. VIII § 211 Art. VIII § 211

MT 1889 Yes Not granted Lands granted shall be sold at fair market value, or exchanged for other land which is 
equal in value, and, as closely as possible, equal in area.

Mentioned

Reference Art. X § 11 Art. X § 11 Art. X § 2

NE 1867 Yes A percentage of sales is mentioned to be 
deposited into the permanent fund, but the actual 
amount is not listed.

Lands under control of the State shall never be donated to railroad companies, private 
corporation, or individuals.  No school trust lands shall be sold except at public auction.

Mentioned

Reference Art. VII § 6 Art VII § 7 Art. III § 21, Art VII §6 Art VII § 7
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STATE  YEAR ACCEPTANCE OF SCHOOL 
LANDS

5% FEDERAL LAND SALES TO: PROTECTIONS TO THE TRUST IN LIEU LANDS GRANTED

NV 1864 Mention of the lands is made, 
but no official acceptance of 
the lands takes place

A percentage of sales is mentioned to be 
deposited into the permanent fund, but the actual 
amount is not listed.

All lands granted by Congress to this state for education purposes … are hereby pledged 
for educational purposes and the money therefrom must not be transferred to other funds 
for other uses.

No

Reference Art. XI § 3 Art. XI § 3 Art. XI § 3

NM 1912 Yes A percentage of sales is mentioned to be 
deposited into the permanent fund, but the actual 
amount is not listed

Only to be disposed for the purposes for which the lands were granted.  Land exchanges 
are legal, as long as the value of the land includes the timer thereon and mineral rights 
associated with the land.

Mentioned

Reference Art. XII § 12 Art. XII § 2 Art. XIII § 1, Art. XXI § 4 Art. XII § 2

ND 1889 Yes A percentage of sales is mentioned to be 
deposited into the permanent fund, but the actual 
amount is not listed

All property, real or personal, received by the state from whatever source, for any specific 
educational or charitable institution, unless otherwise designated by the donor shall be and 
remain a perpetual trust fund for the creation and maintenance of such institution ... The 
legislative assembly shall provide for the sale of all school lands subject to the provisions 
of this article.  No original grant school or institutional land shall be sold for less than fair 
market value thereof... No law shall ever be passed by the legislative assembly granting to 
any person, corporation or association any privileges by reason of the occupation, 
cultivation or improvement of any public lands by said person, corporation or association 
subsequent to the survey thereof by the general government.  No claim for the occupation, 
cultivation or improvement of any public lands shall ever be recognized, nor shall such 
occupation, cultivation or improvement of any public lands ever be used to diminish either 
directly or indirectly, the purchase price of said lands.

No

Reference Art. IX § 1, Art. XIII § 3, Art. Art. IX § 1 Art. IX § 1, Art. IX § 5, Art. IX §6, Art. IX § 9

OK 1907 Yes A percentage of sales is mentioned to be 
deposited into the permanent fund, but the actual 
amount is not listed

The State hereby accepts all grants of land and donations of money made by the United 
States under the provisions of the Enabling Act, and any other Acts of Congress, for the 
uses and purposes and upon the conditions, and under the limitations for which the same 
are granted or donated; and the faith of the State is hereby pledged to preserve such 
lands and moneys and all moneys derived from the sale of any of said lands as a sacred 
trust, and to keep the same for the uses and purposes for which they were granted or 
donated.

Mentioned

Reference Art. XI § 1 Art. XI § 2 Art. XI § 1 Art. XI § 2

OR 1859 Yes The five percent of the net proceeds of the sales 
of public lands to which this state became entitled 
on her admission into the union.  (f)

Notwithstanding subsection (2) of section 5 of this Article or any other provision of this 
Constitution, the State Land Board shall not authorize the sale or export of timber from 
lands described in section 2 of this Article unless such timber will be processed in Oregon. 
... 

No

Reference Art. VIII §  2 Art. VIII § 2 Art. VIII § 7

SD 1889 Mention of the lands is made, 
but no official acceptance 
occurs

A percentage of sales is mentioned to be 
deposited into the permanent fund, but the actual 
amount is not listed

All lands and funds deemed a trust, and shall be and remain a perpetual fund for the 
maintenance of public schools in the state.  If any loss occurs through any unconstitutional 
act, the state shall make the loss good through a special appropriation. … No land shall be 
sold for less than the appraised value, and no land shall be sold until appraised and 
advertised and offered for sale at public auction.  No land can be sold except at public 
sale.     The Legislature shall provide by law for the protection of the school lands from 
trespass or unlawful appropriation, and for their defense against all unauthorized claims or 
efforts to divert them from the school fund. 

No

Reference Art. VIII § 2 Art. VIII § 2 Art. VIII § 2, Art. VIII § 5, Art. VIII § 14
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STATE  YEAR ACCEPTANCE OF SCHOOL 
LANDS

5% FEDERAL LAND SALES TO: PROTECTIONS TO THE TRUST IN LIEU LANDS GRANTED

TX 1845 Yes No The lands herein set apart to the Public Free School fund shall be sold under such 
regulations, at such times, and on such terms as may prescribed by law; and the 
Legislature shall not have power to grant any relief to purchasers thereof.  The proceeds 
of such sales must be used to acquire other land for the Public Free School fund as 
provided by law, or the proceeds shall be invested by the comptroller of public accounts.

No

Reference Art. VII § 6 Art. VIII § 4

UT 1896 Yes Deposited to the Permanent State School Fund All lands of the State that have been, or may hereafter be granted to the State by 
Congress, and all lands acquired by gift, grant or devise, from any person or corporation, 
or that may otherwise be acquired, are hereby accepted, and, except as provided in 
Section 2 of this Article, are declared to be the public lands of the State; and shall be held 
in the trust for the people, to be disposed of as may be provided by law, for the respective 
purposes for which they have been or may be granted, donated, devised or otherwise 
acquired.  Lands granted to the State under Sections 6, 8, and 12 of the Utah Enabling 
Act, and other lands which may be added to those lands pursuant to those sections 
through purchase, exchange, or other means, are declared to be school and institutional 
trust lands, held in trust by the State for the respective beneficiaries and purposes stated 
in the Enabling Act grants.

Yes

Reference Art. XX § 1 Art. X § 5 Art. XX § 1, Art. XX § 2 Art. XX § 1

WA 1889 Yes Deposited to the Common School Fund All of the public lands granted to the state are held in trust for all the people and none of 
such lands, nor any estate or interest therein, shall ever be disposed of unless the full 
market value of the estate or interest disposed of, to be ascertained in such manner as 
may be provided by law, be paid or safely secured to the state; nor shall any lands which 
the state holds by grant from the United States (in any case in which the manner of 
disposal and minimum price are so prescribed) be disposed of except in the manner and 
for at least the price prescribed in the grant thereof, without the consent of the United 
States.  None of the lands granted to the state for educational purposes shall be sold 
otherwise than at public auction to the highest bidder, the value thereof, less the 
improvements shall, before any sale, be appraised by a board of appraisers to be provided 
by law ... and no sale shall be valid unless the sum bid be equal to the appraised value of 
said land.

No

Reference Art. XVI § 1 Art. IX § 3 Art. XVI § 1, Art. XVI § 2

WI 1848 Yes Deposited to the school fund Provision shall be made by law for the sale of all school and university lands after they 
shall have been appraised; and when any portion of such lands shall be sold and the 
purchase money shall not pre paid at the time of the sale, the commissioners shall take 
security by mortgage upon the lands sold for the sum remaining unpaid, with seven per 
cent interest thereon, payable annually at the office of the treasurer.  The commissioners 
shall be authorized to execute a good and sufficient conveyance to all purchasers of such 
lands, and to discharge any mortgages taken as security, when the sum due thereon shall 
have been paid.  The commissioners shall have power to withhold from sale any portion of 
such lands when they shall deem it expedient, and shall invest all moneys arising from the 
sale of such lands, as well as any other university and school funds, in such manner as 
the legislature shall provide, and shall give such security for the faithful performance of 
their duties as may be required by law.

No

Reference Art. II § 2 Art. X § 2 Art. X § 8
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STATE  YEAR ACCEPTANCE OF SCHOOL 
LANDS

5% FEDERAL LAND SALES TO: PROTECTIONS TO THE TRUST IN LIEU LANDS GRANTED

WY 1890 Yes A percentage of sales is mentioned to be 
deposited into the permanent fund, but the actual 
amount is not listed

School trust lands shall only be disposed of at public auction to the highest responsible 
bidder, after having been duly appraised by the Land Commissioners, at not less than 
3/4ths the appraised value.  The legislature shall enact necessary laws for the sale, 
disposal, leasing or care of all lands granted to the state, and shall, at the earliest 
practicable period, provide by law for the location and selection of all lands granted by 
congress to the state, and shall pass laws for the suitable keeping, transfer, and 
disbursement of the land grant funds, and shall require of all officers charged with the 
same or the safekeeping thereof to give ample bonds for all moneys and funds received 
by them.  Except a preference right to buy as in this constitution otherwise provided, no 
law shall ever be passed by the legislature granting any privileges to persons who may 
have settled upon any of the school lands granted to the state subsequent to the survey by 
the general government, by which the amount derived by the sale or other disposition of 
such lands, shall be diminished directly or indirectly.

Yes

Reference 97-18-001 97-7-002 97-18-001, 97-18-004, 97-18-005 97-7-002
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