
 
 

CHILDREN’S LAND ALLIANCE SUPPORTING SCHOOLS 
2002 CONFERENCE AGENDA 

ARIZONA GOLF RESORT 
425 South Power Road 
Mesa, Arizona  85206 

 
 
All meetings will be held in the Arizona Golf Resort Conference Center.  Location for 
activities are noted. 
 
June 5, Wednesday Registration – 4:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.   Resort Lobby 
 
June 6, Thursday  Initial Survey is your ticket to breakfast!!!!! 
 
8:30 a.m.   Welcome Breakfast – Arizona Golf Resort Conference Center 

• Introductions 
• Keynote Speaker  

Dr. Chuck Essigs, Special Advisor to 
  Arizona Superintendent of Public Instruction 

  
 
9:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Morning Session – Concurrent Sessions 
 

Trust Lands Nuts and Bolts (Trust Lands 101) 
    John McAllister – Utah Assistant Attorney General 
    Dave Hebertson – School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration 

• History of land grants for schools 
• Enabling Acts  
• State Constitutions 
• Trust law  - “Knowledge is Power” 

o The rights and power of beneficiaries 
o Powerful trust land case law  

• Role of State (Land Commissioner) as Trustee 
 

Advanced Session  (Trust Lands 210) 
    Margaret Bird – Specialist, Utah State Office of Education  

• How to read a plat map 
• How to read a legal description and find it on a map and vice versa 
• Net present value and why it is important 
• How to research and some things to look for 

 
12:30 p.m.– 1:30 p.m.  Lunch – Arizona Golf Resort 

• Guest Speaker 
      Mike Taylor, Deputy Director, Arizona BLM   



Afternoon Session – Concurrent Sessions 
  
1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  There will be a break from 3:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. / Ice Cream Sundaes 

“From Dirt to Dough” for Schools (Trust Land Finance 201) 
    Margaret Bird – Specialist, Utah State Office of Education, CLASS Director 
    Paula Plant – Specialist, Utah State Office of Education, CLASS Director 

• How dirt makes dough 
• Where the dough goes 
• How it’s invested 
• How it’s distributed 
• Is the dough really making a difference in your state? 

 
“Advanced Session” (Trust Lands 210)  

    John McAllister – Utah Assistant Attorney General 
    Karen Rupp – Project Assistant, USOE, CLASS Director 

• Comparing Enabling Acts 
• Comparing Constitutions 

 
6:30 p.m.   Dinner – Arizona Golf Resort  

• Guest Speaker 
Curt Johnson, Commissioner 
South Dakota Office of School and Public Lands 

 
 
June 7, Friday   Breakfast On Your Own 
    
 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon Morning Session 

 
Roll Call of States  
Barbara Smith, Utah School Boards Association, CLASS Advisory Committee 
Member 

• Each state will share their successes and obstacles on trust land 
issues or what you hope to gain from this conference 

     
 
Enabling Acts/Constitution Work Session 

• Guest Speaker 
Russ Kolsrud, Arizona Attorney, Former Attorney General 
Representative, 
 Mr. Kolsrud is tentative pending a court schedule 

• Hooray for the Enabling Act – its guarding your henhouse 
• Protections for education by the Enabling Act  
• Proposed Colorado Enabling Act change and how it may impact your 

state – Colleen Heinz, Colorado Education Association, CLASS 
Advisory Committee Member and Mark Townsend, Colorado PTA 

 
 

12:00 noon – 2:00 p.m. Lunch – Arizona Golf Resort 
• Round Table Discussion 

      Curt Johnson, Commissioner 
       South Dakota Office of School and Public Lands 
      Mike Anable, Commissioner 
       Arizona State Land Department 
      Ann Hanus, Director 
       Oregon Division of State Lands 



Afternoon Session 
 

2:00 p.m.   ABC’s (About Building Coalitions) – Panel Discussion 
  Janice Palmer, Arizona School Boards’ Association 
  Spencer Kamps, Arizona Homebuilders Association 
  Bas Aja, Cattle Growers Association 

Mike Smith, Arizona School Administrators, CLASS Advisory 
Committee Member 

• Groups you may want to include 
• How to do it 
• Pitfalls to avoid 
• Always building bridges – never burning 

 
3:30 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.  BREAK 

 
 
3:50 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Distributions From An Endowment Fund 

• Guest Speaker –  
Carol Springer, Arizona State Treasurer 

 
 

6:00 p.m.   Load Buses for trip to Rawhide 
 

Dinner and Entertainment –  Rawhide   
 
June 8, Saturday  Breakfast On Your Own 
 
9:00 a.m.   Morning Session 
 
 

Is Your Trust Fund Growing and Making A Difference?   
    Paula Plant, Specialist, USOE, CLASS Director 
    Margaret Bird, Specialist, USOE, CLASS Director 
    Karen Rupp, Project Assistant, USOE, CLASS Director 

• State Models of Funding Flow 
• Education’s Leaky Pot Problem 
• Differences in Investment Strategies by States 
• Actual statutory language on investment of the permanent fund 
• Are the lands really making a difference for your schools  
• Actual statutory language from states where trust land money is 

making a difference 
     
12:00 noon    Lunch – Annabelle’s - Arizona Golf Resort  

 
1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Afternoon Session 

 
State Sharing Time 
Barbara Smith, Utah School Boards’ Association, CLASS Advisory 
Committee Member 

• Breakouts by state 
• Roadblocks 
• Potential Coalition Partners 
• Association Strategies to Support Coalition Goals 



Next Steps 
Barbara Smith, Utah School Boards’ Association, CLASS Advisory 
Committee Member 

• Brainstorm – Issues and Goals 
• States interaction through round table discussions 
• Develop state plans 
• Specific next steps 

 
3:15 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.  BREAK 
 
3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Children’s Land Alliance Supporting Schools 

• What can CLASS do to assist with state goals 
• Assistance with grant to fund CLASS – letters to Senators 
• In-depth topics for next conference 
• CLASS business 

 
6:15 p.m.   Load Buses for Serrano’s 
 

Closing Banquet  - Serrano’s 
       


	June 5, WednesdayRegistration – 4:00 p.m. – 9:00 
	June 6, ThursdayInitial Survey is your ticket to breakfast!!!!!
	9:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.Morning Session – Concurren
	Trust Lands Nuts and Bolts (Trust Lands 101)
	
	Advanced Session  (Trust Lands 210)


	Afternoon Session – Concurrent Sessions
	
	
	“Advanced Session” \(Trust Lands 210\)
	
	
	
	Barbara Smith, Utah School Boards Association, CLASS Advisory Committee Member





	June 8, SaturdayBreakfast On Your Own
	9:00 a.m.Morning Session
	Is Your Trust Fund Growing and Making A Difference?
	State Models of Funding Flow
	
	1:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.Afternoon Session
	Next Steps



	3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.Children’s Land Alliance Sup
	
	
	
	Closing Banquet  - Serrano’s







